Trust

If you know with certainty that God loves you and that He desires good for you, what is there to fear? What is there to dread? What is there to be depressed about?...His Presence doesn't ride the waves of your feelings. His presence abides. It's firmly rooted, and nothing can destroy His presence in you.

Charles Stanley, The Reason for My Hope (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN: 1997), 18-19. 
~

No man, for any considerable period of time, can wear one face to himself and another to the multitude without finally getting bewildered as to which may be the truth.
Nathaniel Hawthorne

~

Trust is faith become absolute ratified, consummated. There is, when all is said and done a sort of venture in faith and its exercise. But trust is firm belief, it is faith in full flower.  Trust is a conscious act, a fact of which we are sensible (24).

For trust in the person of God must precede trust in the Word of God. “Ye believe in God, believe also in me,” is the demand our Lord makes on the personal trust of his disciples. The person of Jesus Christ must be central to our trust (25).

When trust is perfected and without doubt, prayer is simply the outstretched hand, ready to receive. Trust perfected, is prayer perfected (26).

E.M. Bounds, The Complete Works of E.M. Bounds on Prayer (Baker House, Grand Rapids, MI: 1998).  

~

In 1981 a widely acclaimed best-selling book swept the nation. In literacy reviews Rabbi Harold Kushner’s book, When Bad Things Happen to Good People, was described as touching, heart-warming, wise, and compassionate, a book all humanity needs. In the book which is an attempt to make sense out of a tragedy in his own family, Rabbi Kushner concludes that the author of the book of Job “forced to choose between a good God who is not totally powerful or a powerful God who is not totally good….chooses to believe in God’s goodness”. In Rabbi Kushner’s view of the teaching of Job, “God wants the righteous to live peaceful, happy lives, but sometimes even He can’t bring that about.  It is too difficult even for God to keep cruelty and chaos from claiming their innocent victims (Carson – The History of Providence)”.

Rabbi Kushner, of course, is not alone in his denial of the sovereign control of God over the events of our lives. Christians as well as non-Christians frequently speak of misfortune and accidents, of circumstances beyond our (and presumably God’s) control, of things just happening by chance. Down through the centuries, sickness, suffering, and sorrow have always raised questions about God’s control and care of his creation.

The implicit assumption in the minds of many is: If God is both powerful and good, why is there is so much suffering, so much pain, so much heartache in the world? God is either good and not all powerful, or He is powerful and not all good. You can’t have it both ways.

The Bible teaches us we do have it both ways. God is sovereign (all-powerful) and He is good…theologians call (this) the Providence of God.

Jerry Bridges, Trusting God (NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO: 1988), 23-24. www.navpress.com. 
~

Can you really trust God when adversity strikes and fills your life with pain? Does He indeed come to the rescue of those who seek him? Does He, as the text at the beginning of this chapter affirms, deliver those who call upon Him in the day of trouble? Does the Lord’s unfailing love surround the person who trusts in Him? (See Psalm 32:10.)

Can you trust God? The question itself has two possible meanings before we attempt to answer it. Can you trust God, i.e., is He dependable in times of adversity? But the second meaning is also critical, can you trust God? Do you have such a relationship with God and such a confidence in Him that you believe He is with you in your adversity even though you do not see any evidence of His presence and His power?

It is not easy to trust God in times of adversity. No one enjoys pain, and when it comes, we want it relieved as quickly as possible. Even the Apostle Paul pleaded with God three times to take away the thorn in his flesh before he finally found God’s grace to be sufficient. Joseph pleaded with Pharaoh’s cupbearer to “get me out of this prison”(Gen 40:14). And the writer of Hebrews very honestly states, “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful”(Hebrews 12:11)….

In order to trust God, we must always view our adverse circumstances through the eyes of faith, not of sense. And just as the faith of salvation comes through hearing the message of the gospel (Romans 10:17), so the faith to trust God in adversity comes through the Word of God alone. It is only in the Scriptures that we find an adequate view of God’s relationship to and involvement in our painful circumstances. It is only from the Scriptures, applied to our hearts by the Holy Spirit, that we receive the grace to trust God in adversity….God is completely sovereign, God is infinite in wisdom, God is perfect in love (emphasis added).

Jerry Bridges, Trusting God (NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO: 1988), 16, 18. www.navpress.com. 
~
Our faith rises and falls. It has degrees. But our security does not rise and fall. It has no degrees. We must persevere in faith. That’s true. But there are times when our faith is the size of a mustard seed and barely visible. In fact the darkest experience for the child of God is when his faith sinks out of his own sight. Not out of God’s sight, but his. Yes, it is possible to be so overwhelmed with darkness that you do not know if you are a Christian – and yet still be one.

John Piper, When I Don’t Desire God: How to Fight for Joy (Crossway, Wheaton, IL: 2004), 216.
