Transformation

“’Why! You are Suffering and Sorrow. Oh, welcome, welcome! I was longing to find you again.’

They shook their heads. ‘Oh, no!’ they laughed, ‘we are no more Suffering and Sorrow than you are Much-Afraid. Don’t you know that everything that comes to the High Places is transformed? Since you brought us here with you, we are turned into Joy and Peace.’

‘Brought you here!’ gasped Grace and Glory. ‘What an extraordinary way to express it! Why, from the first to last you dragged me here.’

Again they shook their heads and smiled as they answered, ‘No, we could never have come here alone, Grace and Glory. Suffering and Sorrow may not enter the Kingdom of Love, but each time you accepted us and put your hands in ours we began to change. Had you turned back or rejected us, we never could have come here.’

Looking back at another again, they laughed softly and said, ‘When first we saw you at the foot of the mountains, we felt a little depressed and despairing. You seemed so Much-Afraid of us, and shrank away and would not accept our help, and it looked so unlikely that any of us would ever get to the High Places. We told ourselves that we would have to remain Sorrow and Suffering always, but you see how graciously our Lord the King arranged for all of us, and you did bring us here. Now we are to be your companions and friends forever’” (pp 232-233).

Hannah Hurnard, Hinds Feet on High Places (Tyndale House, Wheaton, IL: 1997), 232-233. 

~

I do believe there is an instant transformation that man cannot fake or create. The power of God does transform, but what that really looks like has been radically miscommunicated. There is an insinuation that when your sin gets the best of you, run to God, and He will miraculously make all better, no problem. That on Saturday you’re running into destruction and Sunday running into the arms of God and that there is no road or pain in between the two. That simply isn’t true, and it shouldn’t be true because God isn’t concerned with us feeling good. He’s concerned with us growing in character – and pushing through the pain of adversity to make the right decision is what makes us men and women of character. God loves the road in between the two because He cares more for what we become than the big finish. It is a necessary process. 

God’s people in the Old Testament were ridiculously hard-headed. They would turn their backs on God on a regular basis and then come back pleading to Him on their knees. On one such occasion, they came to a prophet and begged him to tell God that they would ‘make up’ for their sins by giving Him thousands of their best cattle – that they would sacrifice their children to Him if it would fix their situation. The prophet answered, ‘No.  The Lord has already told you what is good, and this is what He requires: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.’ He didn’t allow an easy way out. He said, if you feel guilty, don’t try a quick fix. Do what I have already told you to do.

Mark Steele, Flashbang (Relevant, Orlando, FL: 2005), 22-23. 

This, then, is the stark divide between a Christian mind and what might best be called a naturalistic mind, meaning a mind that, in terms of truth and meaning, accepts nothing outside of the natural realm. The Christian mind believes that God is on the loose; a naturalistic mind does not. A Christian mind believes this God brought forth truth and order, purpose and authority into the created cosmos; the naturalistic mind believes there is no truth, no authority outside of ourselves and the naturalistic processes of the universe. This is the great divide, and its nature is what sets the Christian mind apart from all others.

James Emery White, A Mind for God (Intervarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL 60515), 22-23.
~

Everyone in the world worships something. From the most religious to the most secular, all people value something high enough to build their lives around it. It may be God, or it may be money. But what makes it worship is the driving power of some cherished treasure that shapes our emotions and will and thought and behavior. Into this universal experience of worship Jesus demanded, “Worship [God] in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). In other words, bring your experience of worship into conformity with what is true about God, and let your spirit be authentically awakened and moved by that truth. 

John Piper, What Jesus Demands from the World (Crossway, Wheaton, IL: 2006), 99-100. 

