Temptation

Henri Nouwen left his position of notoriety at Harvard for many reasons, one of which included a call to live among a mentally handicapped community of people just outside of Toronto.  

My movement from Harvard to L'Arche made me aware in a new way how much my own thinking about Christian leadership had been affected by the desire to be relevant, the desire for popularity, and the desire for power. Too often I looked at being relevant, popular, and powerful as ingredients of an effective ministry. The truth, however is that these are not vocations but temptations.  

Henri J.M. Nouwen, In the Name of Jesus (Crossroad, NY, NY: 1989), 71. 

~

Be strong in the Lord and in his great power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can fight against the devil’s tricks. Our fight is not against people on earth but against the rulers and authorities and the power of the world’s darkness, against the spiritual powers of evil in the heavenly world (Ephesians 6:10-12).

I stand a few feet from a mirror and see the face of a man who failed,…who failed his Maker. Again. I promised I wouldn’t, but I did. I was quiet when I should have been bold. I took a seat when I should have taken a stand.

If this were the first time, it would be different. But it isn’t. How many times can one fall and expect to be caught?…

Your eyes look in the mirror and see a sinner, a failure, a promise-breaker. But by faith you look in the mirror and see a robed prodigal bearing ring of grace on your finger and the kiss of your Father on your face….

Your eyes see your guilt.  Your faith sees his blood.

Max Lucado, When God Whispers Your Name (Word, Nashville, TN: 1994), 93-95. 

~

What is the serpent up to? He wants to plant a seed in the woman’s mind to raise doubts about God’s goodness. I don’t think I can trust God really has my best interest at heart. I think that if I really obey God fully, I will miss out on something good. I think I will have to watch out for myself. I’d better be prepared to set aside what God says if necessary. The decision to sin always includes the thought that I cannot really trust God to watch out for my well-being….(69)
Hiding is a curse. It came into being after the Fall. Hiding is motivated by shame. It involves pretending and deceiving. Hiding is the place of fear and anxiety. It always diminishes our contributions to community. Adam hides. And God says, “Adam, where are you?”

This is one of the most astounding questions in Scripture. Why does God ask it? The psalmist wrote that no matter where he went, he could never travel beyond the range of God’s knowledge: “If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.” The thought of Adam trying to hide from God would be funny if it weren’t so sad – like a four-year-old playing hide-and-seek in a telephone booth with Sherlock Holmes. Yet here is the omniscient Make of heaven and earth asking for the location of one human being who hasn’t even left the garden. Why doesn’t God just his X-ray vision to locate Adam?

The reason is that, of course, this question is not really about Adam’s geographical location. It is not really a request for information at all, as if God needed a global tracking system for his creatures. It is an invitation.

John Ortberg, Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 2003), 72-73. 

~

Referencing Jesus being tempted by Satan after being baptized.

The key to understanding what is going on here is that “the kingdoms of this world” were ultimately neither his nor his to give. What was he offering, then? It was the enchantment of the eye to go for the shell of existence while losing the essence of one’s being. You cannot really have the world and hold on to it. It is all too temporary and the more you try to hold on to it, the more it actually holds you. By contrast, the more you hold on to the true and the good, the more you are free to really live. Where then, does the appeal of temptation lie?  It lies in the eyes and in the imagination. One sees without perceiving; the other enjoys without realizing.

The eye is often called the window of the soul. This means, I believe, that not only is it a window through which one may look in, but it is also a window through which one may look out. The best advice I can give a young man is to train the eye. Where the eye is focused, there the imagination finds its raw material. The right focus must be won at immense cost and discipline. Train the eye to see the good, and the imagination will follow suit. It is not at all a surprise that with the invention of television and now the Internet, lives are in serious trouble at younger and younger ages. The imagination is taken captive by handcuffing the eyes.

Ravi Zacharias, I, Isaac, take Thee, Rebekah (W Publishing, Nashville, TN: 2004), 80-81. 
