Story
One of the remarkable qualities of the story is that it creates space. We can dwell in a story, walk around, find our own place. The story confronts but does not oppress; the story inspires but does not manipulate. The story invites us to an encounter, a dialog, a mutual sharing. A story that guides is a story that opens a door and offers us space in which to search and boundaries to help us find what we seek, but it does not tell us what to do or how to do it. The story brings us into touch with the vision and so guides us.  Wiesel writes, ‘God made man because he loves stories.’ As long as we have stories to tell to each other of the lives of men and women in whom the love of God becomes manifest, there is reason to move forward to new land in which new stories are hidden.”  

Henri Nouwen, The Living Reminder (HarperCollins, San Francisco, CA: 1977), 66.  
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Life is not a list of propositions; it is a series of dramatic scenes. As Eugene Peterson said, “We live in narrative, we live in a story. Existence has a story shape to it. We have a beginning and an end, we have a plot, and we have characters.” Story is the language of the heart. Our souls speak not in the naked facts of mathematics or the abstract propositions of systematic theology; they speak the images and emotions of story. Contrast your enthusiasm for studying a textbook with the offer to go to a movie, read a novel, or listen to the stories of someone else’s life. Elie Wiesel suggests that “God created a man because he loves stories.” So if we’re going to find the answer to the riddle of the earth – and of our existence –we’ll find it in a story.”

Brent Curtis and John Eldredge, The Sacred Romance (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN: 1997), 38-40. 
