Stewardship
Why Has God Given Us So Much?

In Ephesians 4:28, Paul says, “Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his hands, so that he may be able to give to those in need.” In other words, there are three levels of how to live with things: (1) you can steal to get; (2) or you can work to get; (3) or you can work to get in order to give.

Too many professing Christians live on level two. Almost all the forces of our culture urge them to live on level two. But the Bible pushes us relentlessly to level three. “God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).  Why does God bless us with abundance? So we can have enough to live on and then use the rest for all manner of good works that alleviate spiritual and physical misery.  Enough for us; abundance for others.

The issue is not how much a person makes. Big industry and big salaries are a fact of our times, and they are not necessarily evil. The evil is in being deceived into thinking a $100,000 salary must be accompanied by a $100,000 lifestyle. God has made us to be conduits of his grace. The danger is in thinking the conduit should be lined with gold. It shouldn’t. Copper will do.

John Piper, Desiring God (Multnomah, Sisters, OR: 1996), 172-173. Excerpted from Desiring God © 1986, 1996, 2003 by Desiring God Foundation. Used by permission of WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group, a division of Random House, Inc. Excerpt may not be reproduced without prior written consent.

~

As a steward of God’s possessions for the purpose of blessing others, you must be willing to generously share what you possess for the benefit of others and to rejoice in the success of others. There is no room for pettiness or jealousy. This attitude is facilitated by attentiveness to people’s needs and a genuine desire to build them up – even when it comes at your own expense. 

In the course of interacting with people, there will be numerous occasions for misunderstanding and hurt. Character is formed through our enduring of and response to those hardships; godly character is proven through a Christlike response to relational difficulties. Godly character is founded on fairness and a deep passion for justice; these perspectives, in turn, promote forgiveness and loyalty. 

As a leader who follows Christ, you must be committed to the relationships God has injected into your life and to strengthen them by seeking peace and understanding. How you speak to and about your friends and associates makes a difference. Godly character is reflected in the ability to control your speech, eliminating all malice or gossip. A leader who is Christian responds with civility; being polite and respectful of others, regardless of their demeanor, is always the appropriate tactic.

George Barna, A Fish Out of Water (Integrity, Nashville, TN: 2002), 102-103. 

~

The Bible calls Christians to be content with a standard of living which is moderate, based mainly on necessities of life. On the other hand, Scripture does not outlaw the rich nor make it a sin to acquire wealth. God approves hard work and wealth is often the fruit of it. But the rich are not exempt from the call to all Christians to be moderate in their lifestyle, and to give sacrificially to the poor. 

How can we determine how much of our income to give away? Be sure that your giving cuts into your own lifestyle so that some of the burden of the needy falls on you. Then, look at your own family’s gifts and ministry opportunities and find the calling God has for you. Every person and family must minister in mercy. God calls some people to more extensive ministries by giving them desire, ability, and opportunity. Finally, be sure you provide for your own family so that neither they nor you will be a burden or liability to others. Beyond that, trust in God.

Timothy J. Keller, Ministries of Mercy (P & R, Phillipsburg, NJ: 1997), 77-78.

~

By clinging to what isn’t ours, we forgo the opportunity to be granted ownership in heaven. But by generously distributing God’s property on earth, we will become property owners in heaven! (38)

The act of giving is a vivid reminder that it’s all about God, not about us. It’s saying I am not the point. He is the point. He does not exist for me. I exist for Him. God’s money has a higher purpose than my affluence. Giving is a joyful surrender to a greater person and a greater agenda. Giving affirms Christ’s lordship. It dethrones me and exalts Him. It breaks the chains of mammon that would enslave me. 

Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle (Multnomah, Sisters, OR: 2001), 57. 

~

Stewardship isn’t a subcategory of the Christian life. Stewardship is the Christian life. After all, what is stewardship except that God has entrusted us life, time, talents, money, possessions, family and his grace? In each case, he evaluates how we regard what he has entrusted us – and what we do with it. 

Our use of money and possessions is only one aspect of stewardship, but all its aspects are overlapping circles. In Exodus 36:2-7, for instance, we see the tabernacle built by people giving their time, energy, skills, money and possessions. How we view and handle our money will correspond with how we view and handle our time, energy, talents, family, church, vocation, and every fact of life.

Randy Alcorn, Money Possessions and Eternity (Tyndale House Publishers, Carol Stream, IL: 2003), 140. 

~

Wealth entrenches us in the present world. Financial commitments and debts can be like spikes chained to our legs and driven into the ground, making us unresponsive to God’s call to serve him elsewhere. God may never call me to move on from my home or business or country. But I must be in a position to say yes if he does. If not, I might wonder all my life if he may have had other plans for me – plans I didn’t hear or respond to because I was so tied to where I was. 
Randy Alcorn, Money Possessions and Eternity (Tyndale House Publishers, Carol Stream, IL: 2003), 166. 

