Sin Nature

And what Tony and I were talking about is true.  It is hard for us to admit we have a sin nature because we live in this system of checks and balances. If we get caught, we will be punished. But that doesn’t make us good people; it only makes us subdued. Just think about Congress and Senate and even the president. The genius of the American system is not freedom; the genius of the American system is the checks and balances. Nobody gets all the power. Everybody is watching somebody else. It is as if the founding fathers knew, intrinsically, that the soul of man, unwatched, is perverse. 

Donald Miller, Blue Like Jazz (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN: 2003), 16-18. 

~

Most of our sin problem is in the area I call “refined” sins. These are the sins of nice people, sins that we can regularly commit and still retain our positions as elders, deacons, Sunday school teachers, Bible study leaders, and yes, even full-time Christian workers.

What are some of these “refined” sins? As I looked at my own life, one of the first that came to mind was the tendency to judge others and to speak critically of them to other people. That this sin came to mind so quickly surprised me, because I don’t think of myself as a critical or judgmental person. Perhaps that is part of the problem. This seems to be such an acceptable vice among believers that we don’t even recognize it unless it is flagrant – and always in someone else.

We need to take seriously Jesus’ warning about a critical spirit in Matthew 7:3: “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?”

Jerry Bridges, The Discipline of Grace (NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO: 1994), 32-33. www.navpress.com. 
~

Few people have come to terms with the law of sin. If more people had, we would hear more complaints of it in prayers, see more struggling against it, and find less of its fruit in the world. When we find this law in us, Paul’s “Who shall deliver me?” echoes down our bones.

Believers are the only people who ever find the law of sin at work in them. Unbelievers can’t feel it. The law of sin is a raging river, carrying them along; they cannot measure the force of the current, because they have surrendered themselves to it and are borne along by it. A believer, on the other hand, swims upstream – he meets sin head-on and strains under its strength. 

Kris Lundgaard, The Enemy Within (P & R Publishing, Phillipsburg, NJ: 1998), 25. 
~

Any time we choose to do wrong or to withhold doing right, we choose hiddenness as well. It may be that out of all the prayers that are ever spoken, the most common one – the quietest one, the one that we least acknowledge making – is simply this: 

Don’t look at me, God. 
It was the very first prayer spoken after the Fall. God came to walk in the garden, to be with the man and the woman, and called, “Where are you?”

“I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid,…so I hid.”

Don’t look at me, God. 
A businessman on the road checks into a motel room late at night. He knows the kind of movies that are available to him in the room. No one will know. His wife won’t find out; his kids won’t see. (The motel has a disclaimer: “The name of the movie you watch won’t be on your bill. Go ahead. No one will know.”) First he has to say a little prayer: “Don’t look at me, God.” 

A mom with an anger problem decides to berate her kids because she’s so frustrated, because she will get a twisted rush of pleasure from inflicting pain. First she has to say a little prayer: “Don’t look at me, God.”
John Ortberg, God is Closer than you Think (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 2005), 40-41.

