Servant
When people follow leaders with servant hearts, the Lord God is exalted. Those people speak of God’s person, God’s power, God’s work, God’s name, God’s Word…all for God’s glory. Let me suggest a couple of revealing tests of humility:

1. A nondefensive spirit when confronted. This reveals a willingness to be accountable. Genuine humility operates on a rather simple philosophy: Nothing to prove, Nothing to lose.

2. An authentic desire to help others. I’m referring to a sensitive, spontaneous awareness of needs. A true servant stays in touch with the struggles others experience. There is that humility of mind that continually looks for ways to serve and to give.

Chuck Swindoll, Improving Your Serve (W Publishing Group, Nashville, TN: 1981), 25.
~

Keeping in mind that God’s concern is for the worker as well as for the work, you need to ask yourself, Where am I in my spiritual growth? Does God still have some work to do in my life? When your service is the most difficult, God may be doing his deepest work in your life, so don’t run away. God uses you to build his work, but He also uses the work to build you as He prepares you for the next assignment as well as for eternal service in glory. 

Don’t misunderstand me. I’m not saying that you leave a ministry simply because it doesn’t “do anything for you” any longer. That’s pure selfishness, the stepping-stone attitude of the pyramid climbers in the world. What I’m saying is that you need to be honest with yourself and see if you’re still growing: if you’re not, the work will suffer. God kept Joseph in prison two years longer than he expected because He had some more preparation to do in that young man’s life.

Warren Wiersbe, On Being a Servant of God (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN: 1993), 70-71. 
~

To be a Christian is to be a self-volunteering servant. It is not sufficient to merely voice our assent to a few choice doctrines. We are called to act in such a way that we put others above ourselves. We are expressly forbidden from exalting ourselves for the sole purpose of furthering our own comfort or fame (180). 

The important thing to remember is that service is a spiritual discipline we owe to God, and it can only be lived out as it is applied to others. I learned long ago that God has called me to serve him through people, regardless of whether those people are “worthy” of being served. For years I worked with a ministry that reached out to women facing crisis pregnancies. One of the challenges – in some people’s minds at least – was that these women were merely reaping what they had sown, so why should we help them?

To be sure, many people are in desperate straits because of sinful choices and actions. But John examines it from another angle: “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need by has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?” (1 John 3:17). For John, there’s no mention of a sinless brother or sister in need. His teaching is far more blunt – their need defines our obligation. It’s a matter of God’s love, not human evaluation or judgment. 

Gary Thomas, Sacred Marriage (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 2000), 188. 

