Prophecies

Simeon, while holding Christ as a baby, is one of the last prophets to foretell the coming Messiah.  An eerie litany of prophets laid themselves out in the centuries before Christ as a sign for the Jews that Jesus was coming.  Each of these prophets foretold events in Christ’s life including but not limited to His genealogy, His persecution, and His death.  The Messiah has been spelled out as coming from the seed of a woman (Gen 3:15), a descendant of Abraham (Gen 12:3), a descendant of Isaac (Gen 17:19), a descendant of Jacob (Num 24:17), from the tribe of Judah (Gen 49:10), heir to the throne of David (Isa. 9:7), to be born in Bethlehem (Mic 5:2), to be born of a virgin (Isa 7:14), to flee to Egypt (Hos 11:1), to be preceded by a forerunner (Mal 3:1), to minister in Galilee (Isa 9:1), to speak in parables (Ps 78:2-4), to bind up the brokenhearted (Isa 61:1), to be rejected by the Jews (Isa 53:3), to enter Jerusalem triumphantly (Zech 9:9), adored by infants (Ps 8:2), betrayed by a dear friend (Ps 41:9), betrayed for thirty pieces of silver (Zech 11:12), silent to accusations (Isa 53:7), spat on and struck (Isa 50:6), to serve as a vicarious sacrifice (Isa 53:5), to be crucified with criminals (Isa 53:12), to be pierced through the hands and feet (Zech 12:10), to be sneered at and mocked (Ps 22:7), to have His clothes distributed by gamblers (Ps 22:18), to be forsaken by God (Ps 22:1), to be killed bones intact (Ps 34:20), to be pierced in the side (Zech 12:10), and buried with the rich (Isa 53:9), to be resurrected (Pss 16:10; 49:15), and to be ascended to God’s right hand (Ps 68:18).  

And if you consider all of these prophecies, it is pretty tough list to fulfill.  It would take a lot of work to get all that done, much of it, such as being preceded by John the Baptist, fleeing to Egypt, being killed by crucifixion and yet not having a bone broken, being recognized as a baby and rising from the dead is stuff you can’t control unless you are, in fact, God. (Bold emphasis added)
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