Paul’s Thorn
Paul experienced God’s compassion in the midst of his grief. To prevent pride in his life, God gave him a thorn in his flesh. What the thorn was we do not know, but we know it was a severe affliction for Paul. On three occasions he pleaded with the Lord to take it away, but God said no. Instead, God said, “My grace is sufficient for you”(2 Cor 12:9).  God brought grief into Paul’s life for his good, but he also showed compassion. He gave grace, in this case divine strength, to bear the grief. He did not leave Paul to bear the thorn in his flesh alone. In his compassion, He provided the divine resources to meet the trials. So eventually Paul came to rejoice in his affliction, because through it he experienced God’s overcoming power….(153)
If we have physical or mental disabilities or impairments, it is because God in His wisdom and love created us that way. We may not understand why God chose to do that, but that is where our trusting Him has to begin. In an earlier chapter, we saw that God ascribes to Himself the responsibility for physical disabilities. He said to Moses, “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord?”(Exodus 4:11).  
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“God undoes us in many different ways: through situations around us, through a glimpse of His glory or simply by speaking into a situation when we’ve made a mess of things.  But He never leaves us that way for long.  ‘Weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning’(Psalm 30:5). So often God’s hand of discipline in our lives is swiftly followed by His hand of tenderness. In Isaiah 40, God’s people find that to be true. After a string of harsh rebukes at the end of chapter 39 comes a gentle, refreshing word: ‘Comfort, comfort my people, says our God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed’(Isaiah 40:1-2).

Sometimes, though we are left walking with a limp. We journey into a new season, yet God leaves behind a reminder of the work He’s done in us. The apostle Paul was walking with a limp or, as he described it ‘a thorn in my flesh, ‘ which he pleaded to have removed (2 Cor 12:7). But God made it clear that it was a reminder of weakness and soon Paul himself came to see it as something that kept him from becoming proud (see 2 Cor 12:8-9).
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