Parenting
Below is an excerpt from a book our principal asked all of the grade chairs to read. It is a wonderful resource on “using Jewish teachings to raise self-reliant children.” There are some wonderful passages and useful insights…
“Even parents who don’t use their children as a hedge against existential fears or a badge of their own worth can find it hard not to succumb to the fever of competition. It wasn’t always this way. In the past, parents produced children for their work value (hands to labor on the farm). Today many parents see their children’s achievement as an important family ‘product’. This attitude leads to an upside-down, child-centered perspective where we cater to children’s whims yet pressure them to achieve at all costs – academically, socially, and athletically. But this pressure can backfire.

Children who feel that they are expected to surpass their parents’ already high level of achievement or to demonstrate skills that are beyond their capabilities will suffer. Some children are one-trick ponies, and trying to get them to master a broad variety of skills is futile and destructive. Keep at it, and they’ll even forget their one trick….Your child is not your masterpiece. According to Jewish thought, your child is not even truly ‘yours.’  In Hebrew there is no verb for possession; the expression we translate as ‘to have,’ yesh li, actually means ‘it is there for me’ or ‘there is for me.’ Although nothing belongs to us, God has made everything available on loan and has invited us to borrow it to further the purpose of holiness. This includes our children. They are a precious loan, and each one has a unique path toward serving God. Our job is to help them find out what it is.”

Dr. Wendy Mogel, The Blessing of a Skinned Knee (Penguin Compass, NY, NY: 2001), 42-43.
~

Like no one else, parents can unlock the door to a child’s uncommonness. As parents, we accelerate or stifle, release or repress our children’s giftedness. They will spend much of life benefiting or recovering from our influence….The archer arches the weapon, setting his aim on a target. By the time your child is born, God has done the same. He has already “bent” your child in a certain direction. He hands you a preset bow that you secure until the day of release. Raise your child in the way “he should go.” Read your child’s God-designed itinerary. Don’t see your child as a blank slate awaiting your pen, but as a written book awaiting your study.

Max Lucado, Cure for the Common Life (W Publishing Group, Nashville, TN: 2005), 120, 122. 

~

God doesn’t give parents manuscripts to write, but codes to decode. Study your kids while you can. The greatest gift you can give your children is not your riches, but revealing to them their own.

Max Lucado, Cure for the Common Life (W Publishing Group, Nashville, TN: 2005), 127.

