Journey

….Whatever else those explorers were after, they were also searching for themselves.  Deep in a man’s heart are some fundamental questions that simply cannot be answered at the kitchen table. Who am I? What am I made of? What am I destined for? It is fear that keeps a man at home where things are neat and orderly and under his control. But the answers to his deepest questions are not to be found on television or in the refrigerator. Out there on the burning desert sands, lost in a trackless waste, Moses received his life’s mission and purpose. He is called out, called up into something much bigger than he ever imagined, much more serious than CEO or “prince of Egypt.” Under foreign stars, in the dead of night, Jacob received a new name, his real name. No longer is he a shrewd business negotiator, but now he is one who wrestles with God. The wilderness trial of Christ is, at its core, a test of his identity. “If you are who you think you are…” If a man is ever to find out who he is and what he’s here for, he has got to take that journey for himself. He has got to get his heart back.

John Eldredge, Wild At Heart (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN: 2001), 5-6. 
~

Battle and Journey: We are at war, and the bloody battle is over our hearts. I am astounded at how few Christians see this, how little they protect their hearts. We act as though we live in a sleepy little town during peacetime. We don't. We live in the spiritual equivalent of Bosnia or Beirut. Act like it.  Watch over your heart. Don't let just anything in; don't let it go just anywhere. "What's this going to do to my heart?" is a question that I ask in every situation.  And thinking of life as a journey reminds me to stop trying to set up camp and call it home. It allows me to see life as process, with completion somewhere down the road. Thus I am freed from feeling like a failure when things are not finished, and hopeful that they will be as my journey comes to its end. I want adventure, and this reminds me that I am living in it.  Life is not a problem to be solved, but an adventure to be lived.  
John Eldredge, The Journey of Desire (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN: 2000), 210.  
