Identity

By contrast, those whose private worlds are in disarray tend to get their identities confused. They can have an increasing inability to separate role from person. What they do is indistinguishable from who they are. That is why people who have wielded great power and enjoyed positions of privilege find it very difficult to give them up, and will often fight to death to retain what they’ve had. It is why retirement is difficult for more than a few men and women. And it helps to explain why a mother may suffer depression when her last child has left home….

We need to ponder this matter of identity carefully, for it happens to be a very contemporary subject. John could easily taken advantage of the crowd’s gullibility during the early days when he was popular. Or he could have been seduced by their applause. The fact that the masses were switching their favor from the priests of Jerusalem to him could have supercharged him with arrogance and ambition. It would have been rather simple to nod yes to questions as to whether or not he was the Messiah….

If there was a moment when the crowd’s praise became thunderous, the voice of God from within John was even louder. And that voice spoke more convincingly because John had first ordered his inner world out on the desert.

Gordon MacDonald, Ordering Your Private World (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN: 2003), 62-63. 
~

All men bear the image of God. They have value, not because they are redeemed, but because they are God’s creation in God’s image. Modern man, who has rejected this, has no clue as to who he is, and because of this he can find no real value for himself or for other men. Hence he downgrades the value of other men and produces the horrible thing we face today – a sick culture in which men treat men as inhuman, as machines. As Christians, however, we know the value of men.

All men are our neighbors, and we are to love them as ourselves. We are to do this on the basis of creation, even if they are not redeemed, for men have value because they are made in the image of God. Therefore they are to be loved even at great cost. 

Francis A. Schaeffer, The Mark of the Christian (Intervarsity Press, Downer’s Grove, IL: 1970), 8-9. 

~

As long as I keep running about asking: “Do you love me? Do you really love me?” I give all the power to the voices of the world and put myself in bondage because the world is filled with “ifs.” The world says: “Yes, I love you if you are good-looking, intelligent, and wealthy. I love you if you have a good education, a good job, and good connections. I love you if you produce much, sell much, and buy much.” There are endless “ifs” hidden in the world’s love. These “ifs” enslave me, since it is impossible to respond adequately to all of them. The world’s love is and always will be conditional. As long as I remain “hooked” to the world – trying, failing, and trying again. It is a world that fosters addictions because what it offers cannot satisfy the deeps craving of my heart….I am the prodigal son every time I search for unconditional love where it cannot be found. 

Henri Nouwen, The Return of The Prodigal Son (Doubleday, NY, NY: 1993), 42-43. 

