Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is still greater today than all our shortcoming and failures. He has come to free us from the restraints and complexes of insufficient talent, intelligence, or upbringing. He intends to do through us what only he can do. The issue is not our ability but rather our availability to the person of the Holy Spirit.

In fact, this is God’s ordained way of equipping us, because it leaves little doubt about who should get all the glory. If our human intellect and abilities and talents produced the results, we could strut around saying, “My, we’re pretty special, don’t you think?”

Jim Cymbala, Fresh Power (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 2001), 45. 

~

“’The early church,’ he would say,” was alive. It was Spirit-led, so it was fresh and energetic and creative and dynamic and unpredictable. It wasn’t about maintaining the status quo or going through the motions. It was about the Holy Spirit working dramatically and explosively in people’s lives.’” 

Lynne & Bill Hybels, Rediscovering Church (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 1995), 47.
~

So how do we evaluate our situation? How do we know if we have grown numb and calloused to the promptings of the Holy Spirit in our lives?  

The true test of hard-heartedness is found in a simple equation: The degree of one’s hard-heartedness is equal to the disparity between what grieves that person and what grieves God.

The questions to ask are, Am I grieved by the same things that grieve God? Do I feel what God feels? Am I bothered by the things that bother God? Is my heart in sync with His?

Every week through the media of movies, videos, and television, Christians entertain themselves with depictions of the very sins for which Christ died. Yet, in most cases, these Christians are not the least bit grieved by this. For some reason, it doesn’t strike us as sinful, especially if we are “of age”. After all, the movie rating system says we are old enough to handle these things. So what’s the problem? Consequently, scenes that would break the heart of God elicit laughter and cheers from His children. And worst of all, we rarely give it a second thought.

Andy Stanley, Louder than Words (Multnomah, Sisters, OR: 2004), 82-83. 
