Grace

Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God’s grace. And your best days are never so good that you are beyond the need of God’s grace. 

Jerry Bridges, The Discipline of Grace (NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO: 1994), 18. www.navpress.com
~

God did not elect any sinner because He foresaw that he would believe, for the simple but sufficient reason that no sinner ever does believe until God gives him faith; just as no man sees until God gives him sight. Sight is God’s gift, seeing is the consequence of my using His gift. So faith is God’s gift (Eph. 2:8-9), believing is the consequence of my using His gift. If it were true that God had elected certain ones to be saved because in due time they would believe, then that would make believing a meritorious act, and in that event the saved sinner would have ground for “boasting,” which Scripture emphatically denies: Eph 2:9.  

Surely God’s Word is plain enough in teaching that believing is not a meritorious act. It affirms that Christians are a people “who have believe through grace” (Acts 18:27). If, then, they have believed “through grace,” there is absolutely nothing meritorious about “believing,” and if nothing meritorious, it could not be the ground or cause which moved God to choose them. No; God’s choice proceeds not from anything in us, or anything from us, but solely from His own sovereign pleasure. Once more, in Rom 11:5, we read of a “remnant according to the election of grace.”  There it is, plain enough; election itself is of grace, and grace is unmerited favor, something for which we had no claim upon God whatsoever.  

Arthur W. Pink, The Attributes of God (Baker, Grand Rapids, MI: 1984), 26-27.
~

As Dr. Selzer suggests, love is a godlike quality. But we are not gods. Love is something human beings need and express, but love is not our basic nature.  It is something we have, not something we are.  Love resides within us and operates through us by the presence of the Holy Spirit, but its source is beyond us. Since love is an absolute, it never changes.  Therefore the ultimate source of love must be changeless as love itself. As Christians, we identify our changeless God as the source of love. The Bible states clearly: “God is love” (1 John 4:16). In contrast to His human creation, God does not have love, He is love.  God’s activity of love flows from His nature of love. When God loves, He is simply being Himself.  

Josh McDowell & Norm Geisler, Love is Always Right (Word, Dallas, TX: 1996), 48. 
~

Aware of our inbuilt resistance to grace, Jesus talked about it often. He described a world suffused with God’s grace: where the sun shines on people good and bad; where birds gather seeds gratis, neither plowing nor harvesting to earn them; where untended wildflowers burst into bloom on the rocky hillsides. Like a visitor from a foreign country who notices what the natives overlook, Jesus saw grace everywhere. Yet he never analyzed or defined grace, and almost never used the word. Instead, he communicated grace through stories we know as parables…

Philip Yancey, What’s So Amazing About Grace (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 1997), 45. 

~

“Yes, Mom, I will.”  Filled with excitement, the little boy ran to the pet shop to buy his new puppy. After determining that the boy had enough money, the pet shop owner brought him to the window to choose his puppy. After a few minutes, the young boy said, “Um…I’ll take the one in the corner.”

“Oh no,” said the shop owner, “not that one; he’s crippled. Notice how he just sits there; something is wrong with one of his legs, so he can’t run and play like the rest of the puppies. Choose another one.”  Without saying a word, the boy reached down, lifted his pant leg to expose a chrome leg brace to the owner. “No,” he said firmly, “I think I’ll take the puppy in the corner”(paraphrased from Ron Lee Davis).

It turned out that what disqualified the puppy from being chosen by others is what most qualified him to be chosen by the little boy. It’s amazing how few of us believe in the unqualified grace of God. Oh, yes, God loves us, as long as we’re clean and whole and fixed. But it turns out that what disqualifies you and me from “spirituality” – the mess of our lives and our crippledness – is what most qualifies us to be chosen by Jesus.

Michael Yaconelli, Messy Spirituality (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 2002), 36-37. 

~

Grace as the data for our calculations means grace at the cheapest price, but grace as the answer to the sum means costly grace….For acquired knowledge cannot be divorced from the existence in which it is acquired. The only man who has the right to say that he is justified by grace alone is the man who has left all to follow Christ. Such a man knows that the call to discipleship is a gift of grace, and that the call is inseparable from the grace. But those who try to use this grace as dispensation from following Christ are simply deceiving themselves. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (Touchstone, NY, NY: 1995), 51. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, SCM Press 1959   Translation (c) SCM Press  Reproduced by permission
~
That is what we mean by cheap grace, the grace which amounts to the justification of sin without the justification of the repentant sinner who departs from sin and from whom sin departs. Cheap grace is not the kind of forgiveness of sin which frees us from the toils of sin. Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (Touchstone, NY, NY: 1995), 43.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, SCM Press 1959   Translation (c) SCM Press  Reproduced by permission
~

Costly grace is the hidden treasure in the field; for the sake of it a man will gladly go and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (Touchstone, NY, NY: 1995), 44.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, SCM Press 1959   Translation (c) SCM Press  Reproduced by permission
~

If grace is another word for this kind of illumination, the blindness of “Amazing Grace” must refer to our limited consciousness. Normal life has a dulling effect. The range of small things that we have to deal with each day clutters our perceptions. Grace has a neurological effect on us, allowing us to see clearly, even if only momentarily. During this time we perceive things as they really are and are able to make the appropriate decisions.

Steve Turner, Amazing Grace (Harper Perennial, NY, NY: 2002), 217. 

