God’s Sovereignty

The creature is incapable of knowing anything except what God gives to it from day to day. If it knew beforehand what God intends for it, it would never be at peace. At times I have thought that my love was complete, but later, as my sight grew clearer, I became aware that I had many imperfections. I did not recognize them at first because God’s love for me has it planned that I will achieve it little by little for the sake of preserving me and keeping me humble so as to be tolerable to myself and others!

Every day I feel the motes in my eyes being removed as God’s pure love casts them out. We cannot see these imperfections because if we saw them, we could not bear the sight. Thus, God lets us imagine that we are complete. But never does God cease to remove them. From time to time I feel that I am growing only to see that I still have a long way to go. They become as visible to me in the mirror of God’s truth, of his Pure Love where everything I thought was straight appears crooked (pp 212-213).

Catherine of Genoa, “Life and Teachings” in Devotional Classics, ed. Richard Foster and James Bryan Smith (HarperSanFrancisco, NY, NY: 1993) 212-213.  
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And they see, as they ask this question, that, though God uses men as means for achieving His purposes, in the last analysis nothing depends on man; everything depends, rather, on the God who raises men up to do His will. They see too, that God is handling every situation before His servants come on the scene, and that He continues to handle it and work out His will in it through each thing that they do – through their mistakes and failures, no less than through their personal successes….They see, also, that the Christian must never for one moment imagine himself to be indispensable to God, or allow himself to behave as if he were. The God who sent him, and is pleased to work with him, can do without him. He must be ready to spend and be spent in the tasks that God sets him; but he must never suppose that the loss to the Church would be irreparable if God should lay him aside and use someone else.

J. I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (Intervarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL: 1991), 31-32.

~

God’s sovereignty over men’s affairs is not compromised even by the reality of sin and evil in the world. It is not limited to the good acts of men or the pleasant events of nature. The wind belongs to God whether it comforts or whether it kills. 

John Piper, Desiring God (Multnomah, Sisters, OR: 1996), 38. Excerpted from Desiring God © 1986, 1996, 2003 by Desiring God Foundation.  Used by permission of WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group, a division of Random House, Inc.  Excerpt may not be reproduced without prior written consent.
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Christians sometimes speak of making “right” decisions. They speak of coming to a place where they need to make a decision and need to make the right one. But when we are living in God’s will, obeying his will as it has been revealed to us, there are no right and wrong decisions. When we have ruled out what God has expressly forbidden, and when we have searched the Bible and prayed for wisdom, we are free to choose. 

Tim Challies, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment (Crossway, Wheaton, IL: 2007), 116. 

