Evangelism

It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk to may one day be a creature which, if you say it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare…There are no ordinary people.  You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilisations – these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat.  But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit –immortal horrors or everlasting splendors.

C.S Lewis, The Weight of Glory (HarperSanFrancisco, NY, NY: 2000), 45-46. 
~

In our current culture, the cause of world redemption is going to be won or lost depending on whether Christian leaders build relationships with unchurched people and then – by teaching and example – encourage those in their church to do the same.

Today’s skeptic isn’t likely to pull over and repent at the sight of a Christian bumper sticker. If he’s handed a tract, he’s probably going to pitch it into the first wastebasket he sees. If he’s approached by a stranger, he’s going to raise his defenses. But there’s credibility in relationships. There’s trust. There’s a track record of caring and love. And so the typically irreligious individual needs someone who will build an authentic friendship with him, who will answer his questions and sincerely discuss the problems, who will live out his faith before him in a humble and honest way, and who will – over time – earn the right to delve into the sensitive topic of faith.
Bill & Lynn Hybels, Rediscovering Church (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI:1995), 170. 
~

A salty pagan, full of the juices of life, is a hundred times dearer to God, and also more

attractive to men, than a scribe who knows his Bible....in whom none of this

results in repentance, action, and above all, Death of self. A terrible curse

hangs over the know it all who does nothing.

German Theologian Helmut Thielicke 

~

I call this kind of reflex thinking the “holy huddle syndrome” – the “us four and no more” mindset, the “we’re in so who gives a rip about who’s out” attitude. Sadly, it affects every Christ-follower from time to time. It affects me as well.

You know, once you’re in God’s family and you discover the joy of fellowship, the richness of community, once you experience soul connection with another believer, it just seems like there is no end to where you can go in exploring intimacy and community on the deepest levels with brothers and sisters.

You join a small group, you share the same values and languages and prayers, you raise your kids the same way and you treat your money the same way. Fellowship in and around the family of God is often so good that the very thought of all the complexities of relating to people outside the family of God feels burdensome. It just feels like too much of a hassle (emphasis added).

Bill Hybels – One Life At a Time (1/6/99 – sermon)

~

They remind us, first, that personal evangelism, like all our dealings with our fellow-men, should be courteous. And they remind us second, that personal evangelism needs normally to be founded on friendship. You are not usually justified in choosing a subject of conversation with another till you have already begun to give yourself to him in friendship and established a relationship with him in which he feels that you respect him, and are interested in him, and are treating him as a human being, and just as some kind of ‘case.’ With some people, you may establish such a relationship in five minutes, whereas with others it may take months. But the principle remains the same. The right to talk intimately to another person about the Lord Jesus Christ has to be earned, and you earn it by convincing him that you are his friend, and really care about him. And therefore the indiscriminate buttonholing, the intrusive barging in to the privacy of other people’s souls, the thick-skinned insistence on expounding the things of God to reluctant strangers who are longing to get away – these modes of behaviour, in which strong and loquacious personalities have sometimes indulged in the name of personal evangelism, should be written off as a travesty of personal evangelism.

J. I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (Intervarsity Press, Downer’s Grove, IL: 1991), 81. 

~

Just as words without actions are futile, actions without words are devoid of meaning and content. Can you see why Jesus emphasized that we need both salt and light? It’s critical that we have a high savor factor and a readiness to articulate the message of Christ. 

Bill Hybels & Mark Mittelberg, Becoming a Contagious Christian (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 1994), 47.

