Eternal Rewards
Be not anxious! Earthly possessions dazzle our eyes and delude us into thinking that they can provide security and freedom from anxiety. Yet all the time they are the very source of all anxiety. If our hearts are set on them, our reward is an anxiety whose burden is intolerable. Anxiety creates its own treasures and they in turn beget further care. When we seek for care, and the net result is the precise opposite of our anticipations. The fetters which bind us to our possessions prove to be care themselves.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (Touchstone, NY, NY: 1995), 178. 
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God placed just one restriction on Adam and Eve in Eden, and when they disregarded it, the universe unraveled. On the New Earth, that test will no longer be before us. God’s law, the expression of his attributes, will be written on our hearts (Hebrews 8:10). No rules will be needed, for our hearts will be given over to God. David said, “Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart (Psalm 37:4). Why? Because when we delight in God and abide in him, whatever we want will be exactly what he wants for us.

What we should do will at last be identical with what we want to do. There will be no difference between duty and joy. 

Randy Alcorn, Heaven (Tyndale, Wheaton, IL: 2004), 278.
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God is the sovereign ruler of the universe, yet he chooses not to rule the universe alone. He delegates responsibilities to angels, who exist in a hierarchy of command under Michael the archangel (Jude 1:9; Revelation 12:7). God made human beings in his image, as creators and rulers, to carry out his divine will. He does not grudgingly pass on to us management responsibilities. On the contrary, he delights to entrust Earth’s rule to us. He has uniquely created and gifted us to handle such responsibilities and to find joy in them.

We’ve been born into the family of an incredibly wealthy landowner. There’s not a millimeter of cosmic geography that doesn’t belong to him, and by extension to his children, his heirs. Our Father has a family business that stretches across the whole universe. He entrusts us management of the family business, and that’s what we’ll do for eternity: manage God’s assets and rule his universe, representing him as his image-bearers, children, and ambassadors.

While we face our daily challenges, the knowledge that a New Earth is coming should reassure us and give us perspective. It means there’s not only hope but purpose in our suffering. It means that though injustice is widespread, it will not last. God will make all things right, rewarding his people for trusting him. He will turn this upside-down world right side up, placing it in the care of his beloved children.

Randy Alcorn, Heaven (Tyndale, Wheaton, IL: 2004), 203-204. 
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Often our thinking is backwards. Why do we imagine that God patterns Heaven’s holy city after an earthly city, as if heaven knows nothing of community and culture and has to get its ideas from us? Isn’t it more likely that earthly realities, including cities, are derived from heavenly counterparts? We tend to start with Earth and reason up toward Heaven, when instead we should start with Heaven and reason down toward Earth. It isn’t merely an accommodation to our earthly familial structure, for instance, that God calls himself a father and us children. On the contrary, he created father-child relationships to display his relationship with us, just as he created human marriage to reveal the love relationship between Christ and his bride (Ephesians 5:32). 

Randy Alcorn, Heaven (Tyndale, Wheaton, IL: 2004), 55. 
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We may want a good career or a family or a particular kind of life, and these things may come to us. But if so, they will not fill all our niches because we want more than these things can give. Even if we fall deeply in love and marry another human being, we discover that our spiritual and sexual oneness isn’t final. It’s wonderful, but not final. It might even be as good as human oneness can be, but something in us keeps saying “not this” or “still beyond.” Nor can we go back into our past and steep ourselves in its joys. For one thing, some of its joys weren’t as good as we think. (It’s characteristically human, said Mark Twain, to remember a lot of things that never happened.) In any case, we cannot go back. Nostalgia is a yearning for what is over now. Places change. People change. In fact, we ourselves change enough between September and December of our first year in college that initial homecomings often go somewhat differently from what we might have expected.

The truth is that nothing in this earth can finally satisfy us. Much can make us content for a time, but nothing can fill us to the brim. The reason is that our final joy lies “beyond the walls of the world,” as J.R.R. Tolkien put it. Ultimate beauty comes not from a lover or a landscape or a home, but only through them (C.S. Lewis, Weight of Glory, 7). These earthly things are solid goods, and we naturally relish them. But they are not our final good. They point to what is “higher up” and “further back.”

Cornelius Plantiga Jr, Engaging God’s World (Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, MI: 2002), 5-6. 
