Deeper Life

(1) The true Christian life, true spirituality, does not mean just that we have been born again. It must begin there, but it means much more than that. It does not mean only that we are going to be in heaven. It does mean that, but it means much more than that. The true Christian life, true spirituality in the present life, means more than being justified and knowing that I am going to heaven.

(2) It is not just a desire to get rid of taboos in order to live an easier and a looser life. Our desire must be for a deeper life. And when I begin to think of this, the Bible presents to me the whole of the Ten Commandments and the whole of the Law of Love.

(3) True Spirituality, the true Christian life, is not just outward, but it is inward – it is not to covet against God and men. 
(4) But it is even more than this: it is a positive; positive inward reality, and then positive in outward results. The inward thing is to be positive and not just negative; and then sweeping out of the inward positive reality, there is to be positive manifestation externally. It is not just that we are dead to certain things but we are to love God, we are to be alive to him, we are to be in communion with him, in this present moment of history. And we are to love men, to be alive to men as men, and to be in communication on a true personal level with men, in this present moment of history.

Francis A. Schaffer, True Spirituality (Tyndale House, Wheaton, IL: 1971), 16-17. 
~

Superficiality is the curse of our age. The doctrine of instant satisfaction is a primary spiritual problem. The desperate need today is not for a greater number of intelligent people, or gifted people, but for deep people.

Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline (HarperSanFrancisco, NY, NY: 1998), 1. 
~

Do you believe in Christ? Then, God will work in you “to will and to do his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). God will conquer your sin; God will sanctify you; God will save you; God will keep you; God will bring you to Himself. Rest in the covenant. Then, moved by intense gratitude, go forward to serve your Lord with all your heart and soul and strength. Being saved, live to praise Him. Do not work so that you may be saved, but serve Him because you are saved, for the covenant has secured your safety.

Charles Spurgeon, Grace: God’s Unmerited Favor (Whitaker House, New Kensington, PA: 1996), 29-30. 

~

The real secret of an unsatisfied life lies too often in an unsurrendered will. And yet how foolish, as well as how wrong, this is! Do we imagine that we are wiser than He or that our love for ourselves is stronger and tenderer than His? Do we think that we know ourselves better than He does? How our distrust must grieve and wound afresh the tender heart of Him who was for us the Man of Sorrows! What would be the feelings of an earthly bridegroom if he discovered that his fiancée was dreading the thought of marrying him, for fear that when he had the power, he would render her life unbearable? Yet how many of the Lord’s redeemed ones treat Him just so! No wonder they are neither happy nor satisfied!

Hudson Taylor, One with Christ (Whitaker House, New Kensington, PA: 1997), 18. 
~

As he read the words of this fifteenth-century monk “an involuntary suggestion” arose in his mind. It came in the form of a simple question – what if these things are true? What if it was vanity to be preoccupied with this life ignoring the next? What if the pinnacle of wisdom was seeking God rather than seeking knowledge? What if following sinful passions resulted in a loss of grace –“the favour of Almighty God”? the unavoidable answer was that if the things that Thomas a Kempis believed were true then John Newton was doomed. He was without grace.


If he was lost, he told himself, he had to have courage because his choices had been made with full awareness of the supposed consequences. He had weighed the evidence, he had considered the merits, he had asserted his freedom. But more questions lined up to be answered and the only way he could ignore them was to throw himself into lighthearted conversation of the crew and try to forget that they had ever arisen. 

Steve Turner, Amazing Grace (Harper Perennial, NY, NY: 2002), 40-41. 

~

Beware lest your love for God grow cold in these days. Remember, we will love him to the degree that we know him. And remember that only Jesus can make him known in truth and fullness (Matt 11:27). Therefore, look steadily at Jesus and pray that he would reveal God as compellingly beautiful. “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

John Piper, What Jesus Demands from the World (Crossway, Wheaton, IL: 2006), 82. 

