The Cross

To be specific, the self-sins are self-righteousness, self-pity, self-confidence, self-sufficiency, self-admiration, self-love and a host of others like them. They dwell too deep within us and are too much a part of our natures to come to our attention till the light of God is focused upon them….Self is the opaque veil that hides the face of God from us. It can be removed only in spiritual experience, never by mere instruction. We may as well try to instruct leprosy out of our system. There must be a work of God in destruction before we are free. We must invite the cross to do its deadly work within us. We must bring our self-sins to the cross for judgment. We must prepare ourselves for an ordeal of suffering in some measure like that through which our Savior passed when He suffered under Pontius Pilate.

A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Christian Publications, Camp Hill, PA: 1993), 42-43.
~

Forgiveness is the divine miracle of grace. The cost to God was the cross of Christ. To forgive sin, while remaining a holy God, this price had to be paid. Never accept a view of fatherhood of God if it blots out the atonement. The revealed truth of God is that without atonement He cannot forgive – He would contradict His nature if He did. The only way we can be forgiven is by being brought back to God through the atonement of the Cross. God’s forgiveness is possible only in the supernatural realm.

Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, ed. James Reimann (Discovery House, Grand Rapids, MI: 1992), November 20. 
~

“We love him, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). God did not love us because we loved Him, but He loved us before we had a particle of love for Him. Had God loved us in return for ours, then it would not be spontaneous on His part; but because He loved us when we were loveless, it is clear that His love was uninfluenced. It is highly important, if God is to be honored and the heart of His child established, that we should be quite clear upon this precious truth. God’s love for me and for each of “His own” was entirely unmoved by anything in us. What was there in me to attract the heart of God?  Absolutely nothing. But, to the contrary, there was everything to repel Him, everything calculated to make Him loathe me – sinful, depraved, a mass of corruption, with “no good thing” in me.

Arthur W. Pink, The Attributes of God (Baker, Grand Rapids, MI: 1984), 78. 
~

The personality that emerges from the Gospels differs radically from the image of Jesus I grew up with, an image I now recognize in some older Hollywood films about Jesus. In those films, Jesus recites his lines evenly and without emotion. He strides through life as the one calm character among a cast of flustered extras. Nothing rattles him. He dispenses wisdom in flat, measured tones. He is, in short, the Prozac Jesus.

In contrast, the Gospels present a man who has such charisma that people will sit three days straight, without food, just to hear his riveting words. He seems excitable, impulsively "moved with compassion" or "filled with pity." The Gospels reveal a range of Jesus; emotional responses: sudden sympathy for a person with leprosy, exuberance over his disciples' successes, a blast of anger at cold-hearted legalists, grief over an unreceptive city, and then those awful cries of anguish in Gethsemane and on the cross.  He had nearly inexhaustible patience with individuals but no patience at all with institutions and injustice. . . . Jesus did not mechanically follow a list of "Things I Gotta Do Today," and I doubt he would have appreciated our modern emphasis on punctuality and precise scheduling. He attended wedding feasts that lasted for days. He let himself get distracted by any "nobody" he came across, whether a hemorrhaging woman who shyly touched his robe or a blind beggar who made a nuisance of himself. Two of his most impressive miracles (the raising of Lazarus and of Jairuss's daughter) took place because he arrived too late to heal the sick person.

Jesus was "the man for others," in Bonhoeffer's fine phrase. He kept himself free-- free for the other person. 
Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 1995), 88-90.
~

Suffering means being cut off from God. Therefore those who live in communion with him cannot really suffer. This Old Testament doctrine was expressly reaffirmed by Jesus.  That is why he takes upon himself the suffering of the whole world, and in doing so proves victorious over it. He bears the whole burden of man's separation from God, and in the very act of drinking the cup he causes it to pass over him. He sets out to overcome

the suffering of the world, and so he must drink it to the dregs.  Hence while it is still true that suffering means being cut off from God, yet within the fellowship of Christ's suffering, suffering is overcome by suffering, and becomes the way to communion with God.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (Touchstone, NY, NY: 1995), 92. 
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