Apologetics

There are few subjects in religion over which greater mistakes have occurred than baptism. There are few which require so much fencing and guarding. Let us arm our minds with two general cautions.

Let us beware, on the one hand, that we do not attach a superstitious importance to the water of baptism. We must not expect that water to as act as a charm. We must not suppose that all baptized people, as a matter of course, receive the grace of God at the moment that they are baptized. To say that all who come to baptism receive the same benefit, and that it does not matter a jot whether they come with faith and prayer or in utter difference – to say such things appears to contradict the plainest lessons of Scripture.

Let us beware, on the other hand, that we do not dishonor the sacrament of baptism. It is dishonored when it is hastily passed over as a mere form, or thrust out of sight and never publicly noticed in the congregation. A sacrament ordained by Christ himself should not be treated in this way. The admission of every new member into the visible church, whether young or grown up, is an event which ought to excite a keen interest in a Christian congregation. It is an event that ought to call forth the fervent prayers of all praying people. The more deeply we care convinced that baptism and grace are not inseparably tied together, the more we ought to feel bound to join in prayer for a blessing whenever anyone is baptized.

J. C. Ryle, Matthew: The Crossway Classics Commentaries (Crossway, Wheaton, IL: 1993), 15-16. Used by permission of Crossway Books, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187, www.crossway.com.  
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The best argument for Christianity is Christians: their joy, their certainty, their completeness. But the strongest argument against Christianity is also Christians – when they are somber and joyless, when they are self-righteous and smug in complacent consecration, when they are narrow and repressive, then Christianity dies a thousand deaths. But, though it is just to condemn some Christians for these things, perhaps, after all, it is not just, though very easy, to condemn Christianity itself for them. Indeed, there are impressive indications that the positive quality of joy is in Christianity – and possibly nowhere else. If that were certain, it would be reproof of a very high order.

Sheldon Vanauken, A Severe Mercy (HarperSanFrancisco, NY, NY: 1980), 85.
~

As I often challenge my students, the Bible gives us all must know, but not all that there is to know. Bringing Scripture to bear on something such as bioethics involves taking the Bible’s foundational teaching on creation and what it means to be human, along with the important scriptural teachings on the sanctity of human life, and then reflecting on the implications of such truths in terms of the technological advancements and opportunities of our day. To fall back and declare “The Bible doesn’t say anything about bioethics” is simply not true. Of course it does. But its application take a willing and educated mind bent on reflection. Great Christian thinkers are often those who have simply taken the time to do it.  
James Emery White, A Mind for God (Intervarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL 60515), 67.
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God is the great original. Everything else is, in one way or another, a mere reflection of him. How simple this great truth. Yet how seldom do we see it consistently maintained in the thinking of men. “As if he needed anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things” (Acts 17:25). As if anyone could do anything that would benefit him (Job 22:2). Is it not perfectly evident that the creature could never do anything more excellent than reflect God as his image? How can a reflection add anything to that which it reflects? The unavoidable truth is that God alone is in and of himself really “something.” And man (as any other creature also) is, in and of himself, nothing. For he is utterly dependent upon God. 

G. I. Williamson, The Westminster Confession of Faith for Study Classes (Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, Philadelphia, PA: 1964), 25. 
