Actions
We must clearly understand that there is a rigorous consistency in the human self and its actions. This is one of the things we are inclined to deceive ourselves about. If I do evil, I am the kind of person who does evil; if I do good, I am the kind of person who does good (1 John 3:7-10). Actions are not impositions on who we are, but are expressions of who we are. They come out of our heart and the inner realities it supervises and interacts with.  
Dallas Willard, Renovation of the Heart (NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO: 2002), 39.
~

It was typical of Jim that, once sure of God’s leading, he did not turn aside easily. The “leading” was to Ecuador, so every thought and action was bent in that direction. Jim practiced what he preached when he wrote in his diary: “Wherever you are, be all there.  Live to the hilt every situation you believe to be the will of God”.

Elisabeth Elliot, Through Gates of Splendor (Crossings Classics, USA: 1981), 9. 

~

One needs to ask, what are my non-negotiables? I have discovered that most of us who complain that we are disorganized simply do not know the answer to this question. As a result, the important functions that will make the supreme different in our effectiveness miss getting into the calendar until it is too late. The consequence? Disorganization and frustration; the non-essentials crowd into the date book before the necessities do. And that is painful over the long run.

The other day a man caught up with me and asked if we could have an early morning breakfast on a certain day. “How early?” I asked. “You’re an early riser,” he said. “Why not six?” I looked at my calendar and said, “I’m sorry, I’ve already got a commitment for that hour; how about seven?” He agreed on seven rather quickly but looked quite surprised that my calendar might reflect plans for that early in the morning.

I did have a commitment for six that morning. In fact it started earlier than that. It was a commitment to God. He was first on the calendar that day where He belongs every day. And it is not the sort of commitment one compromises. Not if one wants to seize the time and keep it under control. It is the start of an organized day, an organized life, and an organized private world.

Gordon MacDonald, Ordering Your Private World (Thomas Nelson, Nashville, TN: 2003), 99-100. 

~

One of the greatest challenges in life is fighting what might be called spiritual habituation. We simply drift into acceptance of life in spiritual maintenance mode. We rationalize it because we think, “I’m not involved in major scandalous sin. I haven’t done anything to jeopardize getting into heaven. I’m doing okay.” And we forget that Jesus never said, “I have come that you might do okay.” Okay is not okay. We have a kind of spiritual attention deficit disorder that God will have to break through.

When life is on spiritual autopilot, rivers of living water do not flow through it with energy and joy. Instead it looks like this:

· I yell at my children.

· I worry too much about money or my job.

· I get jealous of people more successful or attractive than I.

· I use deception to get out of trouble.

· I pass judgment on people, often when I am secretly jealous of them.

Spiritual habituation is in some ways more dangerous than spiritual depravity because it can be so subtle, so gradual. Mostly it involves a failure to see. 

John Ortberg, God is Closer than you Think (Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI: 2005), 37. 

